
 

 

 Connect 
March 2026 

Services of Worship 
Sundays 
• Spencer 9am 
• Riplinger 11am 
Mondays 
• Spencer 6:30pm   
 
 
Pastor Ritchie Cole 
Email: sjlc13pastor@gmail.com 
Phone: 920-216-4292  
 
Spencer Congregation: &  
Parish Office 
210167 State Hwy 13 
Spencer, WI 54479 
715-659-5158 
Email: sjlcoffice13@gmail.com 
 
Riplinger Congregation: 
W1776 2nd Avenue 
Spencer, WI 54479 
 
Website  
www.stjohnsspencer.com 
 
Facebook  
www.facebook.com/sjlcSpencer 
 
Instagram 
https://www.instagram.com/
spencerst.johns/  
 
YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/
@StJohnsSpencer 
 
Minister of Faith Formation  
Jenny Nieman 
Email: jennyfaith659@gmail.com 
Cell: 715-613-3636 
 
Parish Secretary 
Pam Hardrath 
Wednesday 5:30 to 9 pm 
Email: sjlcoffice13@gmail.com 
For immediate assistance, call or text  
715-507-0549 
 
Deadlines 
• Weekly email: Tuesdays 9am 
• Sunday announcements:  
  Wednesday 5pm 

Opportunity to serve St. John’s Lutheran Church. 
The Church Board is searching for 1-2 individuals with a passion for 
service to the church as Treasurer. The responsibilities are as follows: 
Work with the Church Windows program which generates the following:  
- Bills and Payroll—Quarterly taxes for employees -Annual W-2 forms for 
employees. The monthly shared costs for Riplinger are calculated monthly 
using a spreadsheet. Currently the time involved is 10-12 hours per month. 
Treasurer is reimbursed $150 per month. Anyone interested or having 
questions, contact any of the church board members Glenda Fellenz, 
Nancy Vaughan, Gail Jicinsky, Wayne Hagen, Peggy Labrensz, Faye 
Lang or Cindy Weiler. Teri Schorer will gladly answer questions and 
intends to provide support as necessary to keep things running smoothly 
after the initial training. 

Schedule an appointment time here or 

on the bulletin board.   

mailto:sjlc13pastor@gmail.com
https://www.instagram.com/spencerst.johns/
https://www.instagram.com/spencerst.johns/
https://www.youtube.com/@StJohnsSpencer
https://www.youtube.com/@StJohnsSpencer
https://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=w.manageSignUp#/62605256/share/
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Scripture: 
Wednesdays 
The Sufferings and Death of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ 
According To The Four 
Evangelists 
By: John C. Lawrenz 

 

Second Sunday of Lent 
March 1 
Genesis 12:1-9 
Romans 4:1-8;13-17 
John 3:1-17  

 

Third Sunday of Lent 
March 8 
Exodus 17:1-7 
Romans 5:1-8 
John 4:5-30 (39-42) 
 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
March 15 
Isaiah 42:14-21 
Ephesians 5:8-14 
John 9:1-11 
 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
March 22 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 
Romans 8:1-11 
John 11:1-45 (46-53) 
 

Palm Sunday 
March 29 
Isaiah 50:4-9 
Philippians 2:5-11 
Matthew 26:1-27;66 
 
 
 

FROM PASTOR RITCHIE 
"For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be 

upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace" Isaiah 9:6 

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #SBL 1529 NIV®   

Iron Sharpens Iron 
Building Relationships That Strengthen Our Faith 

Scripture tells us, “Iron sharpens iron.” Faith was never meant to be lived in 
isolation. We grow deeper in our understanding of God’s Word, stronger in 
prayer, and steadier in discipleship when we walk alongside one another. 
And that is why St. John’s Parish, Spencer and Riplinger together need a 
men’s group and a women’s group. We need to do this together, and this is 
an important next step for us.  
If we desire healing, unity, and spiritual growth within our parish, it begins 
with intentional relationships. It begins with spending meaningful time 
together — in Scripture, in prayer, and in shared experiences that build trust 
and fellowship. 
The women’s group will gather for time in Scripture and prayer, along with 
fellowship and activities chosen by the women themselves. What those 
activities look like will be decided by the group. The goal is simple: create 
space for spiritual growth and authentic connection. 
In the same way, the men’s group will gather to build brotherhood through 
prayer, Scripture, and shared experiences. That may include activities such 
as attending a ball game, camping, fishing, or other opportunities to spend 
time together in meaningful ways. The purpose is not just activity — it is 
relationship. 
Jesus modeled this kind of intentional discipleship. He invested deeply in 
His disciples, spending focused time with them — teaching, praying, 
walking, and living alongside them. That example still guides us today. 
Men’s and Women’s Group for our parish is something we cannot let fade 
away. If we are serious about growing in faith and moving forward together, 
we must be intentional about investing in one another. 
God created us for relationships! As we commit to mentoring, encouraging, 
and sharpening one another, we will grow stronger — both individually, as a 
congregation, and as a parish. 
Iron sharpens iron. Let’s begin! 
Go with God, 
Pastor Ritchie 
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COME Meal 
March 24, 5 to 6pm 

We are serving beef stroganoff, blended veggies, bread, dump cake and ice cream. Please 

help spread the word. Thank you! 

LIVING WITH PURPOSE 
Praising God, building relationships, and sharing the love of God. Together! This is a powerful foundation for 

our churches, and continues to guide and strengthen us as we move toward our future calling. Together— 

Did you know that St. John’s gifts high school graduates a twin size quilt that is 

made by members of St. John’s? There will be a quilting event on March 7, 10 

am-4 pm at St. John’s for anyone who knows how to quilt AND anyone who 

would be interested in learning the process. If you have any of the following 

items please bring them along to the event: sewing machine, fabric scissors, 

pins, neutral color thread (beige and/or black), rotary cutter, cutting mat, 

iron, ironing mat or board. You may have noticed that the event will be a few 

hours; we’ll also have a potluck meal- so please bring your favorite dish to share 

with others. If you are interested but not able to stay for the whole day, 

please know you are welcome to come for as long as you are able. We pray 

this event will be a multi-generational event to share in fellowship as well as the 

hobby of sewing and creating. Any questions please contact Jan Kops,  

715-613-0691. So Jan can prepare, please sign up here if you are planning to 

attend.  

Spencer 
Soup Suppers 
begin at 5:30pm. 

Worship 

begins at 6:30pm. 
 

Sign up here, or on the  
bulletin board. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A094BA9AF2AA13-62458324-quilting#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/myaccount#/dashboard/created
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Please sign up on the bulletin board, online here, or 
connect with a board member. Glenda Fellenz, Wayne 
Hagen, Nancy Vaughan, Gail Jicinsky, Peggy Labrensz, 
Faye Lang, or Cindy Weiler for more information or to 
volunteer.   

https://wmplg8cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017JFrFsMvqTpWNoHxyQWQ7anLZgL2sqHXAauOrU6C8D8g0J-JAqlklaGuNlncKWotYTjotOWvh0GZqpR9OxAJFqiRNHhexxM3AuVlw3E6KHc9B_j-FGBxPBIeZjDbGhgBDvsctrZJV0IjUa9SNkYKasYRgSVf9GTSWlhWzttUgttrVXK4SiV_EqQhrcNNCwREc9lH_oXp-BkZHpUH3jINRA==&c
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JAM — Jesus and Me 
Preschoolers thru 5th graders continue to meet on Sunday mornings from 10 am-11 am 

for Sunday school. If your family hasn’t attended yet this school year, it’s not too late. 

Come join us!  

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 
“You are truly my disciples if you remain faithful to my teachings.  

And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  
John 8:31-32  U 

sed by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #SBL 1529 CEV®  

Youth Faith Formation Contact 
Jenny Nieman 
715-613-3636 

jennyfaith659@gmail.com 

Cross Training & LIVE 
During Lent, Cross Training students and their small group leaders 
will attend Wednesday Lent worship services and then following 
worship, they will meet in their small groups.  

Butter Braid Fundraiser for Bible Camp Scholarship Fund 
Happening Now! All proceeds go to the Bible Camp Scholarship fund to help send 
people to Bible Camps. Delivery will be March 24. Order online! 

https://wmplg8cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017JFrFsMvqTpWNoHxyQWQ7anLZgL2sqHXAauOrU6C8D8g0J-JAqlklaGuNlncKWotEJtasr9Z4XTcDz99C20KtHMz1L373jc2RK86XlZzFh5kq1oRZg5BU8saVNx2SX3fsvfK4EC1wN11wjM4LywCBQcgNSXVCDtzhXLA9dzM2VbLPRvTITHbQgabxGpbHWDVysz0qLVHZXHoAdXpooCFxQ==&c
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2026 Mission Trip 
Currently there are 9 registered for the trip. Please keep them in your prayers as they 

continue to prepare for this summer’s trip.   

Next planning meetings: March 4 and April 1, 8 pm in the youth room.  

MISSION TRIP, BARNSVILLE, MN JULY 19 TO 25 
“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a 
lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the 
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and 

glorify your Father in heaven. Matthew.” 5:14-16 

sed by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #SBL 1529 CEV®  

2026 Basket Raffle 
The Basket raffle began February 18. The baskets are displayed in the 

fellowship hall, there’s something for everyone. You may purchase 

tickets before or after Sunday, Monday or Wednesday worship 

services. Thank you for helping to support the trip.  

Rummage Sale  
May 7 & 8 will be the Mission Trip Rummage Sale. We will not be accepting donations 

until later April.  

Club 52 
Looking for an easy, flexible way to support youth ministry at St. John’s. As its name 

implies, Club 52 members are asked to contribute $1 per week for one year or whatever 

amount the donor chooses. Club 52 members will be invited to a special VIP brunch hosted 

by the students to recognize each member’s contribution. Club 52 donation forms are on the 

bulletin board if you would like to contribute.  

 Ready for a Summer Adventure You'll Never Forget?  
Options for camp Forest Springs. 

 Grades 1-3 June 15-18 ($125)  

Kid’s Quest (2nd-5th gr) June 10 13($275)  

Junior Camp (3rd-6th gr) June 14-20 ($589)  

Take 7 (Grades 6-8) June 21- 27 • $589  

Junior High (Grades 7-9) June 28-July 4 $589 

Super High (Grades 9-12) July 5-11 $589  

Adult & Family Camp Opportunities are also available; St. John’s will contribute toward the cost of these 

camps as well!  

You can find more details about each camp on Forest Springs website and you can register: Register Online 

Call: 715-427-5241 

Once you register your youth, contact Jenny so that Scholarship money can be sent to Forest Springs.  

St. John’s will pay 1/3 of the cost of summer camp. St. John’s will pay Forest Springs directly. If the cost of 

Bible Camp presents a financial hardship for families, please contact Jenny, there may be additional 

funds available. St. John’s does not want the cost of Bible Camp to be the reason that you cannot attend. 

https://events.circuitree.com/forestsprings/Registration/RegistrationType/?returnUrl=%252fforestsprings%252fRegistration%252fEventSelection%252f%257b0%257d%252f%253ffilter%253dEventIDs%257cv2Sdi65Yux4%253d&filter=EventIDs%7Cv2Sdi65Yux4%253


7                              Praising God, building relationships and sharing the love of God. Together!   

 

1 LeRoy Dommer 
 Mike Lehman 
3 Keith Kettleborough 
 Sylvia Buse 
4 Bryan Kilty 
6 Bob Fellenz 
 Sookie Heeg 
 Jemma Jacobson 
7 Trenton Knecht 
8 Wayne Hagen 
 Daxton Stroetz 
9 Doris Seefeld 
 Mason Gilmore 
10 Wylie Seefeldt 
14 Lacey Berres 
16 Addison Knecht 
18 Tracey Ackman 
 Madilyn Miller 
 Veronica Miller 

21 Mary Seefeld 
 Krystle Tomczik 
24  Zellianna Hady 
25 Dennis Krause 
26 Kaitlyn Schmidt 
28 Bruce Luepke 
 Wayne Vaughn 
 Jace Zahn 
30 Courtney Fleischman 

 
 
 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
Those with short-term health concerns: Nancy Dietsche, Skylee, 
Wayne Hempel, Susan Howe, Brett Kloth, Mia Maddox, Jim Miller, 
Sharon Schiszik.  
Those with long-term health concerns: Audrey Heldt, Elroy Heldt, 
Sandy Lemmens, Bill Martens, Tammi Schiferl, Darrell Schillinger. 
Those with cancer: Judi Andrew, Candyce DeNoble, Ruth Fleischman, 

Brenda Gardner, Wayne Hendrickson, Sue Johnson, Penny Pieper, Michelle Oelke, Ross Rucker, Cliff 
Taylor, Tom Steiner, Teresa Zahn. 
Those who are homebound or in care facilities: Lois Block, Audrey Helsten, Grace Maines, Dorene 
Newman, Muriel Oelrich, Doris Seefeld. 
If you or a member of your family are hospitalized, or would like to update these prayer requests, please get 
in touch with Pastor Ritchie 920-216-4292; sjlc13pastor@gmail.com or Pam Hardrath at 715-507-0549; 
sjlcoffice13@gmail.com 

May the love of Christ shine  
through your marriage! 

10 Bob & Glenda Fellenz 48 years 
17 Bryan & Tanya Kilty 25 years 
 Rich & Kelly Wilke 30 years 

If your birthday or anniversary is 
missing  or incorrect, please contact 

the office. 

On February 15, we celebrated 
the baptism of Cameron Bant. 
Welcome to our church family! 

mailto:sjlc13pastor@gmail.com
mailto:sjlcoffice13@gmail.com
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Please contact the office if 

you are available to serve 

in open spaces.  Thank-

you! 

Attendance Spencer Riplinger 

January 4 70 20 

January 11 55 23 

January 18 60 30 

January 25 57 22 
YouTube  https://www.youtube.com/@StJohnsSpencer  

Please let the office know 
if you can volunteer to 
serve on Easter Sunday, 
April 5. Someone is 
needed to usher, run 
sound, and serve 
communion.  

March 1 
Greeter: Bob Haas 
Usher: Brad Helsten 
Usher: Paul Leezer 
Tech: Jenny Nieman 
Sound: Janika Helsten 
Reader: Lori Kops 
Communion: Lori Helsten 
Basket Bearer: Cohley Vogel 
Hospitality: Lori Kops 
Riplinger: Dave Newman 
 

March 4 
Greeter: Lori Helsten 
Usher: Brad Helsten 
Usher: 
Tech: 
Sound: Janika Helsten 
Reader: Mary Seefeld 
Acolyte:  
  

March 8 
Greeter: Randi Thompson 
Usher: Harry Vogel 
Usher: Alan Seefeld 
Tech: Tracey Ackman 
Sound: Darin Thompson 
Reader: Mary Seefeld 
Communion: Mary Seefeld 
Basket Bearer: Adeline Nieman 
Hospitality: Penny Vinnedge 
Riplinger Reader: Abigail Ertl 

March 11 
Greeter: Mary & Natalie Seefeld 
Usher: 
Usher: 
Tech: Adryan Schmidt 
Sound: Mason Gilmore 
Reader: Wylie Seefeld 
Acolyte: 

March 15 
Greeter: Nancy Dietsche 
Usher: Milt Viergutz 
Usher: Joe Weix 
Tech: Rachel Nieman 
Sound: Wyatt Karl 
Reader: Ashley Stroetz 
Communion: Ashley Stroetz 
Basket Bearer: Zoey Hardrath 
Hospitality: Ashley Stroetz 
Riplinger Reader:  
Brenda Newman 

March 18 
Greeter: Wayne Hagen 
Usher: 
Usher: 
Tech: Nick Tomczik 
Sound: Rachel Nieman 
Reader: Wayne Hagen 
Acolyte: 
  

March 22 
Greeter: Bob & Glenda Fellenz 
Usher: Harry Vogel 
Usher: Paul Leezer 
Tech: Mason Gilmore 
Sound: Camdyn Vogel 
Reader: Glenda Fellenz 
Communion: Jule Vogel 
Basket Bearer: Zoey Hardrath 
Hospitality: Jenny Nieman 
Riplinger Reader: Trish Porter 

March 25 
Greeter: Robert Haas 
Usher: 
Usher: 
Tech: 
Sound: 
Reader: Glenda Fellenz 
Acolyte: 

March 29 
Greeter: Faye Lang 
Usher: Jim Christopherson 
Usher: Brad Helsten 
Tech: Tracey Ackman 
Sound: Darin Thompson 
Reader: Jim Christopherson 
Communion: Lori Helsten 
Basket Bearer: Cohley Vogel 
Hospitality: Heather Vogel 
Riplinger Reader: Ertl Family 
  

https://www.youtube.com/@StJohnsSpencer
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  SUNDAY                             MONDAY           TUESDDAY          WEDNESDAY          THURSDAY          FRIDAY              SATURDAY 

 

10am Church 

Board Meeting 
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                      SHUT IN ADDRESSES 

Lois Block 
402 Dehne Dr 
Colby, WI 54421 
 
 
 

Audrey Helsten 
106469 Highway 153 
Spencer, WI 54479 

Marshfield Health Services 
Grace Maines 
814 W. 14th Rm. 412 
Marshfield, WI 54449  
 
Three Oaks 
Dorene Newman 
209 Wilderness View Drive 
Marshfield, WI 54449  

Muriel Oelrich 
211763 Mystyc Ave 
Spencer, WI 54479 
 
Doris Seefeld 
312 Dehne St 
Colby, WI 54421 
 
 

Spencer Church Board Contact Information 

Riplinger Council Contact Information 

Spiritual Care: 
Glenda Fellenz   H: 715-255-9233     C: 715-503-5135     rglfellenz@gmail.com 
Gail Jicinsky        715-650-0720        gjicinsky@gmail.com 
Nancy Vaughan   715-613-1175         njvaughan@aol.com 
Liaisons 
Peggy Labrensz  H: 715-384-5469  C: 715-383-5699       labrepjl@gmail.com 
Faye Lang    715-650-8898     faisy1946@gmail.com 
Wayne Hagen  715-207-7040      wehagen55@gmail.com 
Recording Secretary 
Cindy Weiler  715-252-3422    cynthia8592weiler@gmail.com 
Financial Secretary  
Kris Ovans   715-507-0423   goobervns@hotmail.com 

President: Brenda Newman - 715-212-5886 - riprider53@gmail.com 
Vice President: John Meacham - 715-897-1044         
Secretary: Trisha Porter - 715-255-8105 - porter440@hotmail.com 
Treasurer: Karla Kilty - 715-223-2021 
Member 1:  Jane Meacham - 715-897-6306  
Member 2: Karla Kilty - 715-223-2021or 715-255-3621 
Member 3: Judine Block - 715-383-8025 

mailto:njvaughan@aol.com
mailto:faisy1946@gmail.com
mailto:wehagen55@gmail.com
mailto:goobervns@hotmail.com
mailto:riprider53@gmail.com
mailto:porter440@hotmail.com
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SPENCER BOARD MINUTES 
February 12, 2026 
Call to Order at 1004 with opening prayer   
Attendance: Pastor Ritchie Cole, Glenda Fellenz; 
Gail Jicinsky, Nancy Vaughan, Wayne Hagen, Peggy 
Labrensz, Faye Lang, Cindy Weiler  
Appointed positions and Term limits:  

Spiritual Care: Chair is Glenda Fellenz 2-year 
term, Gail Jicinsky 1-year term, Nancy 
Vaughan 3-year term 

Liaison: Vice Chair is Wayne Hagen 3-year term, 
Peggy Labrensz 2-year term, Faye Lang 1-year 
term 

Approval of Minutes 

• January minutes were approved at Joint Council/
Board meeting on February 10th 

Minutes from the Joint Council/Board meeting on 
February 10th not available for review at this 
time 

Reports from Ministry Teams 
None at this time, need to form Committees going 

forward 
Unfinished Business (Old Business) 

• Acoustic panels in the fellowship hall: This was 
approved at the 2025 Annual meeting, will proceed 
with getting updated estimates and move forward. M/
S/A 

• Cemetery concerns: Liaisons will direct this to 
Cemetery Committee for further investigation on the 
concerns brought up and will report back at next 
meeting.  Gail Jicinsky excused herself from the 
discussion related to the cemetery concerns and left 
the room during this discussion 

• Church debit card for Pastor’s expenses: Will have 
the Treasurer get a credit card with a spending limit up 
to $3000.  M/S/A 

• Conflict resolution contact person needs to be 
updated with new Board.  Pastor Ritchie will be the 
primary contact person for the church for Amazement 
Ministries.  First phone conference today at 3pm.  M/
S/A 

Treasurer wanting to step down.  Will reword this 
indicating this is a paid position, not 
“volunteer”.  Liaisons will follow up with 
current Treasurer for clarification on her role 
going forward.  Also discussed need for 
backup for this position in case of emergency 

 New Business 

• Need to recruit for Ministry Teams.  Will provide 
handouts to congregation and announcements in 
church.  Will pass clip boards around for sign up and 
include sign up link in the weekly emails.  If nobody 
signs up will conduct phone calls at that time to 

facilitate filling the roles needed.  You can sign up for 
more than one Committee 

 Soup Suppers are starting very soon and with 
nobody in place for this Congregation Ministry Team, 
Heather Vogel was asked and agreed to step in 
temporarily to assist with the Lenten Soup Suppers 

 Pastor Ritchie Cole to become a new member of 
our Congregation in Spencer. M/S/A 

 Review the constitution throughout the year and 
accumulate whatever changes are to be approved at 
the next Annual Meeting.   Example: Pastor’s pay 
being biweekly vs. monthly 

 Memorial Funds: Would like to see a “wish book” 
or “memorial binder” that has the needs of the church 
so that those who want to give memorial funds can 
look through it and pick what they want their funds to 
go towards.  For all Memorial funds given, a Thank 
You card signed from Board members will be sent 
out. 

Fund raisers: would like to see more fund raisers 
for the good of the church being done 

Adjournment 

• Next Meeting: March 12 2026 at 10:00 am 
Meeting adjourned at: 1143 

Submitted by:  Cindy Weiler, Recording Secretary  
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SPENCER TREASURER’S REPORT 
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